


“It’s the start of another wonderful school year…”

Can it be…has another brand new school year arrived so quickly?  Seems so, since we’ve been super busy, dressing up our colorful bulletin boards with splashes of brown, orange and autumn gold…mixing batches of brightly-colored paint for our children to create their own eye-catching artwork…brainstorming ideas for thrilling new indoor and outdoor lessons…choosing which fascinating new books to read for storytime…the list is endless!  In other words, get ready for another fun-filled, exciting year of learning at Mary Clay School.  

We’d love to take this proud moment to welcome all of our newly enrolled children and you, parents and guardians, and to thank you for choosing Mary Clay, “a home away from home,” as the old saying goes.  We’d also like to welcome back our children returning from summer vacation. We can’t wait to hear your unique and exciting vacation stories.  We’re so glad you that you’ve come back, and we’re thrilled to have you all here, both new and returning students.

“If there’s anything that reaches the hearts of our children, it’s music…”

Our music selections, played by Mrs. Marjorie Mathis, our well-loved piano teacher, will feature songs about falling leaves, frogs, pumpkins, and fall weather, amongst other things.  Some songs, like “Five Little Chickadees,” “Ten Little Speckled Frogs,” and “Four Plump Robins,” are very lively counting songs.  These are always fun and easy to learn, and give our students who are new to a school environment, the chance to become involved early on in the school year.  It’s the perfect way for us to start the day and get into the school spirit of singing along!
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“New Children’s Show on PBS!”

 At the PBS website, it was announced that a new children’s show called the “Teletubbies,” will debut in April 1998.  Designed for toddlers and preschool-aged children, “Teletubbies” will aim to teach children to listen, spark their curiosity and imagination, and help to increase their confidence. 
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Laa-Laa, Dipsy, Tinky-Winky and little Po…four happy Teletubbies in Tubbyland

“Over the hills and far away,” the Teletubbies    live in a Tubbytronic Superdome as four technological babies who love each other and happily play together in Tubbyland.  The Teletubbies’ tummies will light up as television screens, showing real life scenes of children playing and singing.  Alice Cahn, the director of children’s programming at PBS, says, “On Teletubbies, our youngest viewers will find a playful, imaginative world inhabited by gentle, loving characters exploring and experiencing everything around them.”

“Signs of Beautiful Fall”

Can you believe that fall is already here?  The seasons seem to speed right by and before you know it, another whole year has come and gone.  The next three months, before Christmas Vacation, will be extremely busy for all of us.  Our teachers have a variety of upcoming art projects, outdoor science projects and general activities planned, so keep a sharp lookout for those lunchbox notices coming soon.   
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Morning Fall Trail

Our three classrooms, Kindergarten (5-6 year-olds), Pre-Kindergarten (4-year-olds), and Preschool (2-3 year-olds), will have a special lesson called “Signs of Fall” added into their individual curriculums.  Subjects like the leaves browning, why the trees are thinning and other landscape changes, fall colors, squirrels and harvest moons will be displayed and discussed.  Nature walks will be taken around the neighborhood, so the children can see for themselves the wonderful changes that are taking place. We’ll also show a collection of clear fall pictures, like the one you see above, so our children can see how warm and lovely fall colors can be.  Our director, Mrs. Eleanor Clay, will also be shopping for nature videos on fall.  If any of you have information on this, please contact her at (213) 734-2231, mornings, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

“Back To School Night—Details”

    We’ll be sending out additional notices regarding our upcoming “Open House/Back To School Night” event, which we’ve scheduled for Friday October 4th, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  We’ll give verbal reminders that week of, so don’t worry—we wouldn’t want you to miss it!  You’ll get to see your child’s classroom, meet his/her teacher(s), briefly discuss your child’s progress/adjustment, and take a folder containing your child’s class work and art completed so far this year.  These folders will also contain outlines that describe your child’s curriculum for the year.

     There are a few things about “Back To School Night” that we’d like to point out, only because they seem to be the issues that are brought up most often.  Although BTSN lasts from 7:00-9:00 p.m., relax…it doesn’t mean that you’re obligated to stay the whole two hours.  You are welcome to come anywhere between this time, although we recommend trying to make it here before 8:30, 8:45 p.m. at the latest.  That way you will have more time to look around at the school and at your child’s classroom without feeling rushed to do so.  Also, we’ll be serving cake, coffee and punch, across from the kindergarten room, so don’t forget to stop by the refreshments table on your way in or out.

     Another question that is frequently asked: “Why do I have to briefly discuss my child’s progress?”  Put simply, because BTSN and parent conferences are two separate things.  Our teachers will try their best to devote a fair amount of time to as many parents as possible.  We have had some pretty big BTSN turnouts, and sometimes, it becomes a big juggle for teachers, especially if their particular class enrollment starts off very large.  Please be understanding if your child’s teacher suggests scheduling a conference for further progress discussion.

Mrs. Barbara Samuels, our kindergarten teacher, will be contacting the parents of kindergarten children in October regarding parent conferences.  If your child is in the pre-kindergarten or preschool class, you may contact Ms. Petrena Wisdom or Mrs. Anita Samuels to schedule a conference. 

“Cowboy Day—Roundin’ It Up Real Soon…”

     Listen up folks…this year we’re-a-gonna throw on our hats n’ boots, tie on that cook’s apron and fire up the grill mighty early!  We’re-a

celebratin’ cowboy day podners, October 10th, to be exact.  Might we suggest that you good parents gitty up and go grab your little one some right suitable cowboy and cowgirl gear (from the closet, of course).  Jeans and flannel shirts are nice, but we discourage wearing boots with slippery heels…tennis shoes would be best!  We sure wouldn’t want any skinned knees or tearful eyes at our good old country style cookout.  Mind

you, leave the hats at home…your lil’ ones have made their own in class as art projects, and they’ll be right proud to wear ‘em, you betcha!  Grub will consist of hot dogs, chicken drumsticks, barbecue beans, potato chips, applesauce and fruit punch.  While your lil’ ones are being served and filling their bellies, some of us teachers’ll be playing and singing the old familiar cowboy tunes while we all sit around a nice roaring campfire (simulated, of course!).  So don’t forget, October 10th is Mary Clay School Cowboy Day.  Yeeeehah—can’t wait!

	Next Issue: 

“Halloween Fun Is Coming!”
…starting in October, we’ll be practicing Halloween songs with Mrs. Mathis…we’ll bake Halloween cookies on October 30th & include a couple of recipes in the next issue of the Kiddie Gazette!













